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less and the tragic farce of her childbed made people believe
that it could not be otherwise. As openly as they might they
were beginning to court her successor in Elizabeth, the rock
upon which Catholic England was drifting. She cherished no
illusions about the danger. So far from opposition laggings
scarcely a week passed without some incident or arrest. Were
she to die childless, Elizabeth and Protestantism were bound
to succeed her. Childless, however, she would not be, she must
not be. She would not despair of issue. If only Philip would not
stay away while she aged!

Elizabeth too was at Greenwich. Her position was more
secure than it had been when at Court in the autumn of 15 5 3,
two years before. Her enemies knew her popularity; they knew
also the limits of their power. Philip was her friend, and she
had used every art to ingratiate herself with him and his Spanish
followers. Let her be prudent, time was her ally. She had to
guard against a marriage dictated by Spanish interests. In addi-
tion, there was the danger that she might be treated like Cour-
tenay., who had been sent abroad, out of the way. The sugges-
tion was repeatedly made5 and she could only trust that her
friends at Court and fear of popular anger would save her from
such a fate.

Prudence was able to do much, but there was one incalculable
factor in Elizabeth's fortune, and that was the indiscretion of
friends. The opposition to Mary's policy was constantly ex-
pressing itself in ballads and pamphlets, seditious speeches and
plots; and Elizabeth's household was a plague spot in the
contagion. In July 1554 one of her servants had been impris-
oned for seditious words; the following March another was
sent for by the Council; in April a third was imprisoned; in May
her Italian tutor, Baptista Castiglione, who apparently had been
in prison before, was sent to the Tower on suspicion of being
concerned with a seditious dialogue, of which a thousand copies
were said to have been seized by the Mayor of London. In Junes
John Dee the astrologer and three others, one or two being her
servants, were arrested for casting her horoscope along with
the King's and Queen's.